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Division 35: Commissioner of Main Roads — Service 7, Office of Road Safety, $3 100 000— 

Mr P.B. Watson, Chairman. 

Mr R.F. Johnson, Minister for Police. 

Mr I. Cameron, Executive Director. 

Mr P. Gregson, Principal Finance Officer. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: There is a reference on page 422 of the Budget Statements to the road trauma trust fund, but 
I am not sure that there is a reference within the Office of Road Safety itself. I want to talk about the road trauma 
trust fund for a minute. Can the minister advise whether the Christmas road safety campaign run by the police 
was funded out of the road trauma trust fund? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I think I explained that earlier. The police do a Christmas blitz every year on drink drivers, 
speeders and the rest. They do that on an annual basis. Last Christmas, money was allocated to the police from 
the road trauma trust fund; it was $367 962. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Is this for the Christmas campaign? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: This was over the Christmas period, yes. I will give the member the answer. It was all part 
of the educational campaign to let drivers know that they would get caught in the backstreets also. It was very 
highly successful, with 16 073 breath tests. From that, 337 charges for drink driving related offensives were laid. 
The member talked about the funding, which certainly came from the road trauma trust. It was $367 962, and it 
contributed to an extra 5 830 police officer hours on the streets, including the backstreets, and almost 
predominantly on some of the backstreets. The funding was reallocated from the Office of Road Safety drink 
driving campaign budget, providing additional enforcement by police over the Christmas and New Year period 
to support the drink driving initiative. That is how it came about, and it was successful because people became 
very much aware of the fact that the police would not only be on the main streets, the highways and freeways; 
they would be patrolling the backstreets. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I am aware of the nature of the campaign, minister. As I understand it, money is paid out of 
the road trauma trust fund for a variety of purposes on the recommendation of the Road Safety Council. Was it 
the situation in this instance that that was approved by the minister without any recommendation from the Road 
Safety Council? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I think the member will find that it was probably the other way round. I actually asked the 
Road Safety Council, through the Office of Road Safety, whether it would agree to special funding to try to 
ensure that we had even more police officers out on our streets and highways, particularly the backstreets, not 
necessarily to catch drink drivers, but to make them aware. The idea was to try to make them aware that if they 
took backstreets to try to avoid booze buses, they still stood a chance of being caught, and it was successful. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: The minister has just confirmed that this was not at the recommendation of the Road Safety 
Council, but an initiative of his. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I think it is fair to say yes, and I am very proud to put my name to it. I asked the Office of 
Road Safety whether it would agree to ensuring that some funding could go out at that very important time of the 
year. As the member knows, we have seen so many people die on our roads through drink driving — 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: Yes, I think we have heard that, minister. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: The minister some time ago adopted the Towards Zero road safety strategy, for which I 
congratulate him. However, when he came to government he was also presented with an implementation plan. 
Does he intend to present an implementation plan for the Towards Zero road safety strategy? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: In general terms and in a very much committed way, the government is intent on 
implementing the Towards Zero strategy. The member knows as well as I do that it is a 12-year strategy and 
Rome was not built in a day. Certainly, there is an absolute commitment that we will implement the 
recommendations of the Towards Zero strategy, and that will come over the next 11 years. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: The minister is suggesting that he is committed to it, but he does not think it is necessary 
to actually have a written plan for the agencies to work to. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I do not know whether the member had a ministerial council on road safety when he was 
minister. Did he? He did. I have carried on that particular practice, and many members sit on that road safety 
council from all the portfolios that cover the integral agencies that play an important role in road safety. Main 
Roads is a classic example; the Minister for Health is involved, along with other ministers who have a part to 
play. We are working through some planning at the moment. We cannot give a finite plan of doing this on one 
day and that on another, because a lot of things come up in the meantime. That is why it is a long-term strategy, 
and I would assume that that was part of — 
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Mr J.C. KOBELKE: The minister was presented with a draft plan, and he does not think is worth actually 
taking up the plan. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I do, but it is a question of — 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: But he is not going to do it. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am not saying I am not going to do it; I am not saying that at all. In fact, I am going to do 
it.  

[9.50 pm]  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: Can the minister supply a date by which he will be able to publish a plan for 
implementation of the strategy?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I have just been reminded that a list of actions came out of the last ministerial council 
meeting. In the spirit of openness and cooperation I will be happy to give the member a copy of the actions that 
we believed needed to be taken and the priority in which they need to be taken. They are outcomes of that 
ministerial council meeting. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: Is the minister willing to provide that by way of supplementary information? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The Road Safety Council has the action plan, and I can provide that to the member. I am 
sure I can, yes.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: Does that mean that the minister will actually sign off on that so that when he goes to the 
ministerial council he will be able to work in concert with his fellow ministers to see that the plan is 
implemented? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: That is exactly what we are working through. We are certainly working through that.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: When will the minister publicly present a plan so that we know the priorities and how the 
government will go about implementing the strategy?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am not aware of whether I need to sign off on the plan. The plan is there in place and 
most of the recommendations have been agreed to under the Towards Zero strategy. It is a question of when they 
are able to be implemented. They cannot all be done all at once, as the member knows; the cost of doing them all 
at once is high.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: I know, but the situation is that the minister says he is backing something and he is going 
to do it, but he does not do it. We want to know whether there will be benchmarks when the minister might start 
delivering, because he is, in fact, going backwards. He is taking money out of road safety; he is not increasing it.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I disagree with that completely.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: The papers in front of us show it! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: No, they do not show us that at all. The member knows that we have committed 
$30 million to the enhanced speed enforcement program. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: Most of the money goes into the consolidated account; it does not go to road safety. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: A third of that will go into the road trauma trust fund—the member knows that and I 
know that. I know that the member is trying to score some political points tonight, and I think it is a great shame 
that he is trying to do that on road safety.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: After 18 months the minister has to deliver—he is delivering nothing. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I will deliver, my friend; I can assure the member of that.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: We want to see a plan so that we can actually see that the minister is delivering 
something.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member should just watch this space. I will deliver. It is my intention to deliver great 
results in road safety in this first term of government.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: I have one supplementary question. The top of page 427, “Road Safety” deals with one of 
the minister’s allies—Main Roads WA. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Is the member talking about Main Roads? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: Yes; because the road safety strategy is supposed to be across government and the 
minister is supposed to coordinate with agencies. The very first line of that paragraph states that the goal is to 
reduce the road fatality rate to be the lowest in Australia. That is not the minister’s strategy. How will the 
minister get other agencies to go to his strategy, because the minister’s strategy is about deaths and serious 
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injury, yet one of his key partners does not even keep to the strategy because the minister has not laid out an 
implementation plan to get it on board?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I do not accept that. The member is now quoting something in the Budget Statements to 
do with Main Roads. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: That is correct. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: That is not the Office of Road Safety, and I have not got those papers in front of me. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: But it is supposed to be the minister’s partner, and it does not even know his strategy 
because he does not have an implementation plan.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: That is a nonsense comment, member for Balcatta, and I would have thought better of the 
member than making a stupid comment such as that.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: The fact that the minister thinks it is stupid shows how little commitment he has to 
implementing a plan.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The Minister for Transport is a committed member of the Ministerial Council on Road 
Safety. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: The minister is all talk and no action. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member did zilch in his term in government, my friend! He did zilch.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: All talk and no action.  

The CHAIRMAN: Did the member want supplementary information? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: Will the minister provide, by way of supplementary information, the road safety 
ministerial council minutes.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: No, I will not provide the member with the minutes—that was not what was said. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: The outcomes of the meeting? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member wanted a list of actions. I am happy to provide a list of actions.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: If the minister would, I would appreciate that.  

The CHAIRMAN: Minister, will you state what you will provide?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am happy to supply, by way of supplementary information, a list of actions being 
considered by the Ministerial Council on Road Safety, which will be provided by the Road Safety Council. 

[Supplementary Information No B10.]  
Dr M.D. NAHAN: I refer to page 435 of the Budget Statements, which states that the grants and subsidies have 
increased from $18.9 million in 2010–11 to $26 million in 2011–12. Will the minister please explain why?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I thank the member for the question. I will tell the member as much as I can. The total 
inflows into the road trauma trust fund have been forecast by WA Police to rise due to a planned increase in the 
number of speed cameras in operation—I think we covered some of that under the police division, as the 
member is aware. It is expected that the majority of the extra funds will be allocated to grants programs eligible 
under the Road Safety Council Act 2002. Grants make up just one part of the total road safety spending from the 
road trauma trust fund by the Office of Road Safety. The three categories of spending are: firstly, grants, which 
are funds provided by the Office of Road Safety on behalf of the road trauma trust fund to other agencies or 
organisations to fund road safety programs and initiatives. Secondly, the Office of Road Safety projects funds 
are spent by Office of Road Safety on road safety programs of a research and developmental nature, or to 
support programs by grantees. Thirdly, community education funds are spent by the Office of Road Safety on 
road safety community education using advertising and any other means that they have at their disposal. It is fair 
to say that the Office of Road Safety—with the Road Safety Council—is desperate to get as much education out 
there as possible. We need to show people what happens when they are distracted from driving. We need to get 
the message out not to use mobile phones or text, not to argue with the kids in the back seat, and not to look at a 
roadmap when driving. People should not do any of these things; they need to pull over into a safe area where 
they can do those things. That is one campaign, as the member is aware, that is up already, but other campaigns 
are being planned. I have just been advised that that is an estimate of what might come in those years, and some 
will go to other agencies. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: I refer to page 430, “Office of Road Safety”, and the line item of net cost of services. We 
see that that has reduced from $12.7 million down to $3 million. Of course, if the money comes from the new 
cameras, there will be an increase. Is the minister willing to give a guarantee that if the cameras do not deliver, 
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the government will provide a minimum of $15 million, as the previous government did but this government will 
not?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I honestly do not think I need to give a guarantee in that area.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: So the minister will not?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: No; the member for Balcatta is being naughty tonight. I do not need to give a guarantee 
because I think anybody with any brain in their head would realise that with all the new cameras we are putting 
out there, we will reach that figure.  

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: Why will the minister not give a guarantee to show he really backs road safety? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: When the member for Balcatta was in this position he would never give a guarantee! 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: We did, and we fulfilled it. We topped it up to $15 million. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: That was not a guarantee, my friend—that was not a guarantee at all. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: We guaranteed that if it fell below an amount we would top it up. This government has 
moved away from that. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The former government made lots of promises when it was on this side of the house. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: And we delivered. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I say categorically that the road trauma trust fund will certainly receive more funds than it 
has ever received in its life before. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: If the minister is so certain, why will he not guarantee a minimum amount? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: That is because of the commitment we made of $30 million in relation to the new 
cameras. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: Two-thirds of which will go into Treasury. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Two-thirds went to Treasury in the former government as well, and we are carrying on the 
same principle. The member has to remember that the two-thirds that goes to Treasury is not hung onto by 
Treasury and it does not say that it is its money. It goes to areas such as Health — 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE: I think the minister is a greater supporter of Treasury than he is of road safety, and I really 
regret that. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Do not talk rubbish. The member for Balcatta is trying to get some nasty, snide comments 
in before we reach 10 o’clock, and I would like to say that that is unbecoming of him, but it is not. I have 
become accustomed to it now. I thought the member for Balcatta had mellowed in his old age when he went to 
the other side of the house. He used to be very volatile and vociferous in the old days, but I tell the member that 
we will ensure that road safety gets the adequate funding it needs—in fact, it will get more funding than it has 
ever had in its life before. 

The appropriation was recommended.  

Committee adjourned at 10.00 pm 

 
 

 
 


